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Office  of  the  Harrisburg , Portsmouth , Jtlount  Joy,  and 
Lancaster  Railroad  Company , 

No.  172  Chesnut  Street,  Philada,,  Feb.  26,  1840. 


To  the  Hon.  James  Nile, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  &c. 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania. 

Dear  Sir: 

I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  17th  inst., 
covering  the  following  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  appointed  on  the  14th  of  February,  1S40,  to 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Harrisburg,  Portsmouth,  Mount 
Joy,  and  Lancaster  Railroad  Company,  &c.,  viz: 

“ Resolved , That  the  President  of  the  Harrisburg,  Portsmouth, 
Mount  Joy,  and  Lancaster  Railroad  Company  be  requested  to 
furnish  said  committee,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  a statement  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  subscribers  of  stock  in  said  company — 
the  number  of  shares  taken  by  each,  and  the  amount  of  money 
paid  on  each  share  of  stock;  also  the  names  of  all  the  present 
stockholders  in  said  company,  with  the  number  of  shares  which 
each  owns,  and  the  amount  of  money,  if  any,  unpaid  on  each 
share  of  such  stock;  and  any  other  information  in  his  possession 
relative  to  said  road,  which  he  may  deem  useful  to  the  common- 
wealth, or  necessary  more  effectually  to  carry  out  the  objects  for 
which  this  committee  was  constituted.” 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  the  directors  of  this  Company 
welcome  the  inquiry  about  to  be  instituted.  So  much  has  been 
said  and  published,  injurious  to  the  character  of  this  company,  in 
reference  to  its  condition  and  management,  that  an  occasion  like 
the  one  now  presented,  is  received  by  the  company  with  feelings 
of  no  ordinary  gratification. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  directors,  that  such  an  examination  may 
be  made,  on  these  subjects,  as  will  afford  the  fullest  information 
to  the  legislature,  and  to  the  public  at  large;  and  it  is  confidently 
expected  that,  when  the  actual  condition  of  the  Company  shall  be 
known,  the  outcry  that  has  been  raised  against  it,  by  rival  inter- 
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ests,  will  cease,  and  the  value  of  the  road,  to  the  state  and  to  the 
community  of  business  men,  be  justly  appreciated,  while  a dispo- 
sition will  be  created,  in  the  councils  of  the  state,  to  foster  and 
protect  the  large  amount  of  capital  which  has  been  invested  by 
Pennsylvanians,  in  this  important  thoroughfare  to  the  west. 

Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  I herewith  sub- 
mit a statement  containing  the  names  of  the  original  subscribers 
of  stock,  and  of  the  number  of  shares  taken  by  each,  &c.,  marked 
statement  A.,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  8225  shares  of 
stock  have  been  taken  originally. 

I also  submit  a list  of  the  present  stockholders,  prepared  to  the 
22d  inst.,  showing  the  amount  of  stock  held  by  them  respectively. 
It  is  marked  statement  B.  This  statement  exhibits  8170  shares 
of  stock,  as  the  amount  of  stock  at  present  held  by  the  stock- 
holders, the  whole  of  which  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Company. 

The  number  of  individual  stockholders  is  1S7. 

Two  Banks  own,  together,  1 14  shares. 

Two  Insurance  Companies  own  210  shares. 

From  an  examination  of  the  list  of  the  present  stockholders,  it 
appears  that  the  whole  of  the  stock  is  owned  in  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, presenting  thus  a singular  instance  among  corporations 
of  its  being  entirely  and  exclusively  a state  institution,  and  enti- 
tled therefrom  to  a more  than  common  share  of  protection  and 
encouragement  from  the  authorities  of  the  commonwealth. 

Having  thus  furnished  the  committee  with  the  information  they 
have  specifically  requested,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  submit  to  them 
a statement  of  the  past  and  present  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Company,  together  with  a summary  of  the  arrangements  which 
are  now  in  progress  for  preserving  in  excellent  condition  this  im- 
portant link  in  the  improvements  of  the  commonwealth,  and  for 
the  security  and  despatch  of  passengers  and  merchandise  that 
may  be  transported  over  it. 

This  Company  was  incorporated  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, under  the  authority  of  a general  act  of  the  Legislature. 
No.  229,  passed  June  9th  1832,  etitled  “An  act  authorising  the 
Governor  to  incorporate  the  Strasburgh  Railroad,  the  Williams- 
port and  Elmira  Railroad,  the  Marietta  and  Columbia  Railroad, 
the  Portsmouth  and  Lancaster  Railroad,  and  incorporating  a com- 
pany to  make  the  Oxford  Railroad.”  Various  supplements  to  the 
charter,  have  since  been  enacted  by  the  Legislature,  and  accepted 
by  the  Stockholders,  under  which  their  corporate  privileges  are 
now  exercised. 

Owing  to  many  difficulties,  which  it  is  now  needless  to  enu- 
merate, a considerable  time  elapsed  after  the  passage  of  the  above 
law.  before  a sufficient  amount  of  the  stock  was  subscribed,  to 
justify  the  commencement  of  the  construction  of  the  Railway. — 
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One  principal  cause  of  this  delay,  was  an  apprehension  then  gen- 
erally entertained  that  the  Legislature  might  at  some  future  day, 
after  the  completion  of  this  Company’s  Railway,  authorise  the 
construction  of  another  along  the  river  side  from  Columbia  to 
Harrisburg — and  thus  excite  a competition  between  the  two, 
which  must  seriously  affect  the  value  of  both. 

Relying,  however,  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  and 
upon  the  good  faith  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  the  act  of  in- 
corporation silently  pledged  to  those  who  might  become  stock- 
holders of  this  Company,  that  the  Legislature  would  do  nothing 
to  depreciate  or  destroy  the  property  of  citizens,  which  might  be 
invested  under  the  sanction  of  their  enactments,  in  an  important 
public  work,  which  the  State  neither  could,  nor  would  at  the 
time,  construct,  the  books  of  the  Company  were  again  opened  for 
subscription,  and  the  amount  of  Stock  authorised  by  the  Charter, 
was  then  promptly  taken. 

On  the  organisation  of  the  Company,  the  construction  of  their 
Railway  and  its  dependencies  was  committed  to  W.  Milnor 
Roberts,  Esq.,  an  Engineer,  who  brought  recommendations  to  the 
Company  of  an  high  order,  for  professional  skill,  judgment  and 
integrity.  This  railway  was  the  first  work  of  the  kind,  it  is  be- 
lieved, of  which  Mr.  Roberts  had  had  the  charge  as  Chief  Engi- 
neer. He  has  since  constructed  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railway, 
and  is  now  employed  by  the  State  as  Chief  Engineer,  on  the  Erie 
Extension  Canal. 

The  route  selected  for  the  Railway  was  in  many  respects,  a diffi- 
cult one,  requiring  in  many  parts  deep  excavation,  and  unusually 
long  and  high  embankments,  obstructed  also  by  several  rapid 
streams,  over  which  expensive  bridges  became  necessary — and 
intersected  by  a rocky  ridge,  which  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
perforate  by  a tunnel  about  S50  feet  in  length.  The  advantages 
of  this  route,  however,  were  considered  more  than  commensurate 
to  the  expense  attending  its  adoption.  And  it  having  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Directors,  the  Engineer  proceeded  immediately  to 
the  construction  of  the  Railway. 

About  the  16th  of  September,  1S36,  nine  miles  of  the  Railway 
adjoining  Harrisburg,  were  completed,  with  one  track,  and  fifteen 
miles  more,  at  the  other  extreme  of  the  route  were  ready  for  busi- 
ness about  the  1st  of  January,  1S37. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  work,  there  was  little  practical 
knowledge  in  this  country,  of  the  construction  of  Railways — and 
many  ideas  were  entertained  even  by  intelligent  men,  regarding 
them,  which  subsequent  experience  has  proved  to  be  fallacious. 
A favorite  notion  at  that  time,  was,  that  a wooden  superstructure, 
with  an  iron  plate  rail  spiked  to  it,  was  peculiarily  well  adapted 
to  the  climate  and  resources  of  this  country.  It  was  thought  that 
a Railway  so  constructed,  would  be  slightly  affected  by  frost, 
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which  at  that  day,  had  very  much  injured  the  Columbia  Rail- 
road, and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  both  of  which  had 
been  built  on  stone.  Timber  also  was  abundant  in  the  country, 
and  where  it  was  extensively  used,  must  necessarily  reduce  the 
cost  of  construction. 

This  Railway,  was  accordingly  constructed  in  that  manner,  as 
have  been,  indeed,  nearly  all  the  Railways  of  incorporated  Com- 
panies, in  this  country. 

Various  impediments,  arising  in  some  cases  from  the  faithless- 
ness of  contractors;  in  others,  from  natural  causes,  and  again  from 
adventitious  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the  Company,  de- 
layed the  completion  of  the  entire  Railway,  until  the  month  of 
September,  1S3S,  when  the  Tunnel,  having  been  arched  with 
masonry,  was  finally  completed. 

Thus  finished,  the  engineer,  Mr.  Roberts,  in  one  of  his  reports, 
remarks — “ The  whole  road  is  well  calculated  for  rapid  travelling, 
more  than  22  miles  of  it  being  perfectly  straight.  Nearly  all  the 
curves  have  radii  more  than  half  a mile  in  length,  and  only  a sin- 
gle instance  occurs  where  the  radius  is  less  than  1000  feet  long. 
The  grades  are  generally  under  35  feet  per  mile,  and  do  not  in 
any  case  exceed  42fVV  per  mile.” 

The  length  of  the  railway  is  35%  miles.  It  passes  through  the 
flourishing  towns  of  Mountjoy  and  of  Portsmouth  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, within  sight  of  Elizabethtown,  and  through  the  village 
of  Highspire. 

It  forms  the  most  direct  route  between  Lancaster  and  Harris- 
burg, and  also  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  and  no  other 
route  is  practicable  between  these  points  which  will  not  increase 
the  distance  several  miles. 

The  arrangements  which  are  now  in  progress,  will  in  a short 
time  enable  the  Company  to  transport  passengers  and  the  mails 
between  Harrisburg  and  Lancaster,  with  perfect  safety,  in  less 
than  two  hours. 

The  Company,  in  addition  to  their  Railway,  have  erected  seve- 
ral warehouses,  engine  and  car  depots,  &c.  at  Harrisburg,  adjoin- 
ing the  Pennsylvania  Canal.  The  warehouses  have  canal  slips, 
and  connections  with  the  railway,  affording  the  greatest  possible 
convenience  to  transporters  doing  business  from  Harrisburg,  either 
by  the  Canal  or  Railway.  Water  stations  and  other  conveniences 
have  been  constructed  at  suitable  points  along  the  route. 

The  following  statement  will  exhibit  the  amount  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  by  this  Company: 
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RECEIPTS. 

The  Company  have  received  from  various  sources  as  follows, 
viz: 


Capital  Stock — Amount  of  stock  sold,  - - $ 410,553  44 

Bills  Payable — Amount  due  to  sundry  individuals 

and  banks, 145,510  96 

Convertible  Certificates. — Amount  due  to  sundry 
individuals  on  certificates,  convertible  into  stock, 
at  the  option  of  the  holders,  at  any  time  before 
the  maturity  of  the  certificates,  ...  25,000  00 

Balance  due  on  first  dividend,  - - - 2S5  00 

Balance  due  on  second  dividend,  - 43S  00 


Balance  due  on  the  Company’s  books 

to  sundry  individuals,  - - §19,112  94 

Deduct  amount  due  to  the  Company  by 

sundry  individuals,  ...  2,9S6  26 

16,126  68 

Profit  and  loss,  -------  16,S60  29 

Small  Notes — Balance  of  small  notes  issued,  - 1,073  50 

Bonds  due  in  England  January  1,  1S5S,  - - 243, 6S9  16 


§S59,537  03 


EXPENDITURES. 


Construction  of  Railway,  including  grading,  bridg- 
ing, iron  and  other  materials,  culverts,  water 

stations,  &c.,  §721,704  06 

Engineering  Expenses — Salaries  of  engineers  and 


assistants, 24,149  66 

Real  Estate — Warehouses  and  depots  at  Harris- 
burg, -------  - 13,253  63 

Machine  Shop — Machinery  in  shop,  - 3,102  6S 

Damages  for  land, 27,452  99 

Damages  for  fencing,  ------  14,874  01 

Cost  of  eight  locomotive  engines,  - 55,000  00 


§859,537  03 


The  interest  account  for  1S37  and  183S  is  included  in  the  ac- 
count for  construction  of  Railway. 


8 


Revenue  on  the  Harrisburg,  Portsmouth,  Mountjoy,  and  Lan- 
caster Railroad,  for  the  years  1837,  1838,  and,  1839,  re- 
spectively. 


1837.  Toll  on  33,97S  passengers,  at  three  cents 

per  mile, $36,696  24 

Toll  on  cars,  7210  miles,  at  two  cents  per 

mile, 1,440  20 

Toll  on  freight  in  December,  - 400  00 


$38,536  44 

Deduct  expenses  for  motive 
power  and  repairs  of  engines,  $11,673  39 
Deduct  expenses  for  repairs  of 

Railway,  ...  3,457  9S 

Deduct  expenses  for  permanent 

construction,  - - - 6,219  04 

Deduct  for  contingent  expenses 
from  September  16,  1836,  to 
January  1,  1S38,  - - 1,084  06 

22,434  47 


Surplus  at  end  of  the  year,  $16,101  97 


183S.  Toll  on  4S,241  passengers,  at  three  cents 

per  mile, $52,100  28 

Toll  on  Cars,  106,245  miles,  at  two  cents 

per  mile, - 2,124  90 

Toll  on  freight  going  west,  ...  8,807  76 

Transporting  mail, 1,500  00 

$64,532  94 

Deduct  expenses  for  repairs, 
materials,  wages,  &c.  of  Rail- 
way, - $21,903  82 

Deduct  motive  power, including 
repairs  to  engines,  fuel,  oil, 
and  wages,  ...  23,082  46 

44,9S6  28 


$19,546  66 

Add  rents  of  warehouses,  wharves,  & c.  - 1,075  02 


Surplus  at  end  of  the  year, 


$20,621  68 
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1839.  Toll  on  56,325  passengers,  ...  $ 57,1 33  67 

Toll  on  cars,  51,764  miles,  at  two  cents  per 

mile, 1,035  28 

Toll  on  extra  baggage  - - - - 795  91 

Transporting  mail, 1,500  00 

Toll  on  freight  west  from  Lan- 
caster, ...  -$14,751  23 

Toll  on  freight  east  from  Har- 
risburg, ....  14,471  56 

29,222  79 

Rents,  - 2,207  07 


$ 91,S94  72 

Deduct  expenses  for  materials, 
wages,  &c.,  and  for  repairs 
of  road,  - $22,700  57 

Deduct  expenses  of  motive 
power,  including  repairs  to 
engines,  fuel,  oil,  and  wages 
of  engineers  and  firemen,  - 20,709  00 

Interest  paid  on  sundry  loans,  27,794  OS 

71,103  65 


Surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year,  $2  0,691  07 


Receipts  in  1837,  $38,536  44  Expenditures  in  1837,  $22,434  57 
“ “ 1S38,  65,607  96  “ “ 1S3S,  44,986  28 

“ “ 1S39,  91,894  72  “ “ 1S39,  71,203  65 


Receipts,  $196,039  12  $13S,624  50 

From  which  it  appears  that  the  revenue  from  the 

Railway  to  the  31st  of  December  1839,  has  been  $196,039  12 
While  the  expenses  to  the  same,  have  been  - 138,624  50 


Leaving  a balance  applicable  to  dividends,  of  $57,414  72 


Two  dividends  have  been  declared,  the  first  of  six 
per  centum,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1839,  amount- 
ing to  .......  $24,462  00 

The  second  was  declared  July  1st  1839,  of  four  per 

cent. 16,338  00 


Amount  of  dividends,  $40,S00  00 


Which  being  deducted  from  the  above  balance,  will  leave  the 
sum  of  $16,614  72  as  surplus  profit. 
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This  surplus  has  been  expended  in  the  repairs  of  the  Railway, 
and  in  the  reduction  of  the  Company’s  debts. 

The  following  recapitulation  will  exhibit  the  comparative  in- 
crease of  the  Company’s  business,  from  the  1st  January  1837,  to 
31st  December  1S39,  being  three  years: 


Toll  on  passengers  and  cars  in  1S37, 
Toll  on  freight,  ... 


Toll  on  passengers  and  cars  in  1S3S, 
Transportation  of  the  Mail, 

Toll  on  freight  going  West, 


Rents, 


Toll  on  passengers  and  cars  in  1839 
Transportation  of  the  Mail, 

Toll  on  freight  going  West, 

“ “ « “ East, 

Rents, 


Being  an  increase  over  the  business  of  1S3S,  of 
And  over  that  of  1S37,  of  - 


- $3S,1 36  44 

400  00 


$38,536 

44 

- $54,225 

18 

1,500 

00 

S,807 

76 

$64,532 

94 

1,075 

02 

$65,607 

96 

- $5S,964 

86 

1,500 

00 

14,751 

23 

14,471 

56 

2,207 

07 

$91,S94 

72 

$26,286 

76 

- $53,358 

28 

This  Railway  was  originally  intended  to  be  constructed  with 
at  least  two  tracks,  and  the  excavations  and  embankments  along 
its  route,  were  therefore  made  for  this  object;  but  the  very  large 
and  extraordinary  expense  to  which  the  Company  was  subjected, 
by  the  delays  of  contractors  in  the  completion  of  the  Tunnel,  by 
which  their  business  was  retarded  and  their  income  reduced,  to- 
gether with  the  financial  embarrassments,  which  for  the  last  three 
years,  have  so  generally  prevailed  through  the  country,  and  have 
prevented  the  Company  from  either  borrowing  money  or  selling 
their  stock,  have  heretofore  disabled  the  Company  from  executing 
this  intention,  while  the  success  of  the  Company  was  a matter  of 
uncertainty.  The  rapid  increase  of  business  on  this  route,  how- 
ever, wiil  now  justify  the  Company  in  laying  another  track,  of  the 
best  T rail  iron,  in  the  most  substantial  and  permanent  manner, 
and  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Company,  with  a view  to  attract 
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to  the  improvements  of  Pennsylvania,  as  much  of  the  travel  be- 
tween the  east  and  the  west  as  is  possible,  have  directed  that  the 
necessary  contracts  shall  be  made,  for  the  immediate  commence- 
ment (on  the  opening  of  the  spring)  of  the  laying  down  of  the 
new  track  ; a large  quantity  of  materials  therefor,  has  already 
been  contracted  for,  and  arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  bal- 
ance without  delay. 

Already  the  sum  of  $49,146  43  cents  has  been  expended  in 
repairs  to  the  railwav,  which  have  been  made  necessary  by  the 
settlement  of  the  heavy  embankments,  and  the  abrasion  of  the 
slopes  of  the  excavation.  Much  of  the  timber  too  has  required  to 
be  replaced,  and  there  has  been  a large  consumption  of  materials 
of  other  kinds. 

But  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Company  to  keep  the  present  track 
in  the  best  possible  condition,  without  regard  to  expense,  while 
the  new  iron  track  is  in  the  course  of  construction,  and  contracts 
have  been  made  for  the  supply,  early  in  the  season,  of  whatever 
materials  may  be  required  for  this  purpose. 

While  on  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  remark, 
that  the  condition  of  the  Railway  has  continued  throughout  the 
past  year,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  entirely  adequate  to  the 
transaction  of  all  the  business  of  transportation,  as  well  of  mer- 
chandise, and  country  produce  as  of  passengers.  And  no  inter- 
mission of  its  business  has  occurred,  except  for  very  short  periods, 
after  heavy  falls  of  snow,  or  an  accumulation  of  ice  upon  the 
track,  which  no  industry  of  the  Company’s  agents  could  prevent. 

Great  stress  has  been  laid  by  those  having  adverse  interests  to 
those  of  this  Company,  on  the  occurrence  of  a few  accidents  of  a 
serious  nature,  to  individuals,  on  this  Railway — and  popular 
clamor  has  been  excited  against  the  Company,  and  the  public 
press  has  been  placed  in  requisition  to  assist  the  outcry,  in  order 
that  the  Legislature  might  be  induced  to  believe,  that  this  Com- 
pany’s Railway,  is  in  so  bad  a condition  as  to  endanger  life  and 
property  in  their  transportation  over  it,  and  hence  to  authorise 
the  construction  of  a Railway  to  Reading,  on  the  one  side,  or  of 
one  to  Columbia  from  Harrisburg,  on  the  other. 

Few  reflecting  men,  can  conceive  of  a Legislature  to  be  so  con- 
stituted, as  in  their  fatuity,  to  give  authority  for  the  construction 
of  a Railway,  from  Harrisburg  to  Reading,  while  the  common- 
wealth is  the  owner  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  Railway, 
and  as  long  as  that  Railway  shall  be  obstructed  by  the  Schuylkill 
Inclined  Plane. 

The  effect  of  such  a grant,  would  be  at  once  to  divert  at  least 
one  half  of  the  business,  which  is  now  done  over  the  Columbia 
Railway,  to  the  new  route  without  any  benefit  whatever  to  the 
Commonwealth,  whose  expense  in  sustaining  the  Columbia  Rail- 
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way,  would  be  continued  with  an  income  to  meet  it,  reduced  by 
this  operation,  at  least  fifty  per  centum. 

So  suicidal  a policy  as  this  would  be  to  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, no  one  can  believe  who  has  any  respect  for  the  in- 
telligence, honesty  or  patriotism  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  can  ever  receive  the  sanction  of  a majority  of  the  two 
houses  of  the  Legislature. 

In  reference  to  the  efforts  made  to  injure  the  reputation  of  this 
Company’s  Railway,  by  persons  owning  property  in  Columbia, 
and  along  the  river  side  towards  Harrisburg;  that  the  Common- 
wealth might  prolong  the  Columbia  Railway  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  remark,  that  the  hostility  to 
this  Company  in  that  quarter,  has  been  coeval  with  the  grant  of 
this  Company’s  charter. 

To  give  the  Committee  an  idea  of  it,  I beg  leave  to  quote  an 
extract  from  the  report  of  Mr.  James  Cameron,  recently  the  super- 
intendant  of  this  Company’s  Railway,  and  at  this  time,  the  super- 
intendant  of  motive  power  on  the  Columbia  Railway.  A gentle- 
man who  is  very  familiar  with  many  of  the  causes  of  embarrass- 
ment to  this  Company. 

In  his  report  to  the  Directors,  dated  January  6, 133S,  Mr.  Cam- 
eron remarks. 

“To  say  nothing  of  the  opposition fj^om  a powerful  source, 
which  the  Board  was  compelled  to  contend  with,  from  the  very 
commencement  of  their  operations,  and  which  was  only  over- 
come by  a determination  and  industry,  that  few  men  would  have 
been  capable  of  exercising,  it  is  enough  to  draw  the  attention  of 
yourself,  and  those  associated  with  you  in  the  management  of 
the  Company  to  the  fact,  that  ever  since  the  first  division  of  the 
road  went  into  operation,  there  has  been  an  almost  regularly  or- 
ganised, and  I might  say  pensioned  set  of  people,  acting  in  per- 
fect unison  to  misrepresent , and  by  every  species  of  management 
injure  the  business  and  reputation  of  the  road.  This  course  of 
treatment  towards  any  particular  portion  of  the  improvements  of 
the  country  by  any  set  of  individuals,  I am  aware,  may  to  you, 
and  still  more  so  to  others  having  a deep  interest  in  the  road,  ap- 
pear rather  singular  and  almost  impossible.  But  when  they  reflect 
that  the  entire  business  of  the  improvements  of  the  State,  had  for 
years  been  regularly  flowing  through  their  different  channels  to 
centre  at  one  particular  point,  they  will  not  think  it  strange  to  see 
the  people,  whose  hopes  and  prospects  were  likely  to  be  destroyed 
by  another  improvement,  rise  in  mass  to  cross  its  progress.  Such 
was  the  state  of  things  at  the  commencement  of  this  road.” 

“The  town  of  Columbia,  is  peopled  with  an  active,  industrious, 
intelligent  and  enterprising  people.  They  saw  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  system  of  internal  improvements,  what  they  believed 
the  interest  of  their  town , and  unlike  people  of  other  towns  and 


villages,  possessing  a greater  extent  of  boundary  and  advantages, 
acted  in  concert  and  effected  their  object — the  location  of  the 
Canal  and  Railroad,  so  as  to  make  their  town  the  point  at  which 
every  thing  must  centre,  was  the  result.” 

“The  commencement  of  the  Harrisburg  and  Lancaster  Rail- 
road was  a blow  aimed  at  the  towering  prospects  which  they  had 
naturally  built  upon,  and  which  they  were  realising  from  the  fruits 
of  their  former  good  management.  To  prevent  its  construction 
was  the  only  hope  of  a set  of  men,  who  knew  too  well  its  effect  upon 
themselves,  if  it  went  into  successful  operation.  This , then , was 
the  grand,  cause  of  the  many  difficulties  which  were  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  first  operations  of  the  hoard , and  which  have 
still  continued  to  extend  themselves  from  one  branch  of  opera- 
tion to  another;  and  it  is  the  same  feeling  and  interest , which , 
being  unable  to  effect  anything  else,  is  endeavoring  to  operate 
upon  the  legislature  to  authorise  the  making  of  another,  or 
opposition  road.  All  this,  however,  will  avail  them  nothing,” 
&c. 

The  petitions  which  have  recently  been  made  to  the  legislature, 
for  authority  to  construct  another  railway  from  Columbia  to  Har- 
risburg, are  nothing  more  than  the  reiteration  of  similar  applica- 
tions heretofore  made;  and  the  real  motive,  which  is  the  interest 
of  property-holders  along  that  route,  and  the  desire  of  others  who 
hope  to  be  contractors , in  case  it  should  be  authorised,  is  insidi- 
ously concealed,  under  the  pretext  of  the  insecurity  of  this  com- 
pany’s railway.  To  support  this  allegation,  the  public  press  of 
Columbia  has  not,  in  some  cases,  hesitated  to  give  publication  to 
accidents  and  disasters  on  this  railway,  which  not  only  have  not 
occurred,  but  which  it  was  most  unlikely  should  ever  occur;  such, 
for  instance  as  the  caving  in  of  the  tunnel,  which  was  stated  re- 
cently in  a newspaper  of  Columbia,  as  a fact  of  actual  occurrence, 
although  there  has  not  been  the  slightest  reason  or  foundation  for 
any  such  story. 

I have  already  trespassed  too  long  upon  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  but  the  persecution  which  has  been  systematically  at- 
tempted against  this  company  in  several  quarters,  from  which 
coincidence  prejudice  against  them  might  be  excited,  to  the  injury 
of  the  stockholders,  has  forced  me  into  this  detail.  I will  termi- 
nate this  part  of  my  communication,  however,  by  presenting  the 
following  table  of  accidents  and  their  results  on  various  railways 
in  this  country,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  accidents  on 
other  railways  have  been  of  more  frequent  occurrence,  and  more 
disastrous  to  persons  travelling  over  them,  than  those  which  have 
occurred  on  this  company’s  railway. 


14 


Names  of  Railroads  on  which  ac- 
cidents have  occurred  to  Loco- 
motive Engines. 

Hate 

Cause. 

Injury  to  Life 

Killed 

Wounded 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 

1834 

Explosion, 

i 

i 

u tt  u 

1830 

Upset, 

several. 

Baltimore  and  Philadelphia, 

1838 

Collision  of  cars, 

2 

3 

It  It  it 

18311 

i 

A passenger 

Baltimore  and  Washington, 

1830 

tt  tt  tt 

i 

run  over 

It  tt  It 

1837 

Thrown  from  track, 

none 

1 

by  cars. 

Baltimore  and  Susquehanna, 

1838 

Defect  in  road, 

3 

Boston  and  Worcester, 

1837 

Thrown  from  track, 

none 

1 

Boston  and  Lowell, 

1837 

Collision  of  cars, 

none 

several. 

Camden  and  Amboy, 

1833 

Wheel  broke, 

3 

23 

tt  tl  It 

1830 

Thrown  from  track, 

o 

several. 

Columbia  and  Philadelphia, 

1834 

Iron  con’g  cars  broke 

none 

several. 

On  inclined 

tt  tt  tt 

1838 

Defect  in  road, 

i 

4 

plane. 

It  tt  tt 

1838 

tt  tt  tt 

i 

1 

Lexington  and  Ohio, 

1836 

Thrown  off  track, 

3 

12 

Lexington,  Kentucky, 

1835 

tt  tt  tt 

1 

5 

Portsmouth  and  Roanoke, 

1837 

Detect  in  road, 

2 

16 

Portage  Railroad, 

1834 

Collision, 

2 

Providence  and  Boston, 

1837 

“ 

20 

Eagle  Cotton  Factory, 

1834 

Explosion, 

5 

3 

Saw  Mill,  Louisville,  Ky. 

1837 

Explosion, 

3 

5 

Harrisburg  and  Lancaster, 

1838 

Thrown  from  track, 

2 

Eng.  &.  fire’n. 

tt  tt  tt 

183d 

Wheel  broke, 

i 

Engineer. 

tt  tt  tt 

1839 

Thrown  from  track. 

i 

1 

Fire’n  & eng. 

This  table  has  been  extracted,  in  a great  measure,  from  a state- 
ment on  the  subject  published  in  the  American  Almanac  for  1840; 
and  although  it  does  not  contain  all  the  accidents  which  have  hap- 
pened on  other  railways,  up  to  this  date,  yet  it  furnishes  sufficient 
as  data  of  comparison  with  those  on  this  Company’s  railway, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand passengers  have  been  transported  over  this  Company’s  rail- 
way, without  injury  of  any  kind,  and  that  the  only  accidents  on 
the  railway  have  been  to  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Company, 
and  those  very  few  in  number,  while  passengers  by  scores  have 
been  seriously  hurt  on  other  railways,  the  conclusion  is  inevitable 
that  the  clamor  raised  against  this  railway  has  any  other  founda- 
tion than  truth,  and  that  it  must  be  attributed  to  other  motives 
than  a sincere  desire  to  warn  the  public  against  impending  danger. 

The  importance  of  this  railway  to  the  commonwealth  is  suf- 
ficiently established  by  the  fact  that,  during  the  year  1839,  the 
commonwealth  derived,  as  a tribute  from  passengers  and  mer- 
chandize which  passed  over  it,  the  very  large  sum  of  $176,375 
20,  without  owning  one  dollar  of  its  stock. 

Mr.  James  Cameron,  the  superintendant  of  motive  power  on 
the  Columbia  Railway,  in  his  recent  report  to  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners, makes  these  remarks:  “ The  business  of  this  winter  has 
kept  up  far  beyond  that  of  any  preceding  winter;  we  are  now 
running  daily  sixteen  engines,  and  carrying  120  cars  each  way 
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every  day,  in  addition  to  the  passenger  trains;  about  one-half  of 
this  business  is  brought  from  the  Cumberland  Valley,  and  the 
Harrisburg  Railroads.” 

The  Committee  will  observe  from  this  satement,  that  this  Rail- 
way, is  the  most  important  tributary  to  the  state  works  which 
they  have.  It  receives  the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  rich  southwestern  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  which  is 
rapidly  transported  over  it,  and  delivered  to  the  officers  on  the 
Columbia  Railway  for  transportation  to  Philadelphia.  In  like 
maimer,  it  transports  all  the  merchandise  arriving  from  the  City 
of  Philadelphia,  and  intended  for  the  same  section  of  country,  and 
for  the  farther  west,  by  the  Cumberland  or  National  Road,  yield- 
ing thus,  a very  large  income  to  the  commonwealth,  without  an 
expense  to  the  state  of  a single  dollar. 

The  value  of  this  tributary  to  the  state  works  being  thus  esta- 
blished, the  question  of  its  protection  and  encouragement  by  the 
Legislature  and  officers  of  the  commonwealth,  is  too  important  to 
be  slightly  passed  by.  It  may  be  presented  in  this  form  to  the 
consideration  of  the  committee  : 

This  Railway,  the  property  of  private  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
has  brought  this  year  to,  and  taken  from,  the  Columbia  Railway, 
business  which  has  passed  over  71  miles  of  it,  and  yielded  to  the 
commonwealth  in  tolls,  an  income  of  about  $1S0,000,  without 
any  expense  to  the  state.  This  is  in  the  nature  of  a gratuity.  As  the 
facilities  on  this  Company’s  Railway  shall  be  increased,  the  income 
to  the  commonwealth  will  be  enlarged  in  the  same  proportion. 

Should  the  Legislature  authorise  the  construction  of  a Railway 
from  Columbia  to  Harrisburg,  it  would  cost,  by  the  estimate  of 
an  engineer,  at  least  one  million  of  dollars,  the  annual  interest  of 
which  would  be  $60,000.  Keeping  it  in  repair,  and  the  expenses 
of  motive  power  on  it,  would  not  be  less  than  $100,000  per  year. 
Here  then,  would  be  the  original  expenditure  of  a million  of  dol- 
lars, with  a certain  annual  expense  of  $160,000,  to  realise  what? 
one-half  of  the  income  which  the  State  now  receives  from  the 
Harrisburg  and  Lancaster  Railway  for  NOTHING!  For  the 
least  sensible  man  cannot  suppose,  that  more  than  one-half  of  the 
business  now  done  over  that  Railway,  which  is  the  shorter  route  by 
several  miles,  could  by  any  possibility  be  diverted  to  the  new 
road  along  the  river. 

Cost  of  Railway  from  Columbia  to  Harrisburg,  $1,000,000. 
Interest,  .....  $60,000 

Expenses, 100,000 


$160,000 

Annual  income,  one-half  of  $180,000,  or  about  $90,000,  leaving 
a balance  against  the  state  every  year  from  this  speculation  of  not 
less  than  $70,000! 
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In  regard  to  future  appropriations  for  internal  improvements,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  a more  judicious  arrangement  may  be  made, 
than  has  heretofore  existed. 

Numerous  sections  of  the  commonwealth  have  been  called  upon 
to  contribute  for  the  construction  of  works  distant  from  them,  and 
perhaps  not  advancing  their  particular  interests  in  the  slightest 
degree;  while  other  portions  of  the  state  have  had  vast  sums  of 
money  expended  upon  them,  without  yielding  any  return  for  the 
disbursement.  Of  this,  the  town  of  Columbia  is  a striking  instance, 
having  no  less  than  five  expensive  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment terminating  there,  ‘without  any  corresponding  benefit  either 
to  the  state,  or  to  the  citizens  of  Columbia.  These  channels  of 
trade,  are, 

1,  The  Pennsylvania  Canal. 

2,  The  Tide  Water  Canal. 

3,  The  Wrightsville  and  York  Railroad. 

4,  The  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  Railway. 

5,  The  Harrisburg  and  Columbia  Turnpike,  and 

6,  The  River  Susquehanna,  during  several  months  of  the  year, 
when  the  high  state  of  its  waters  will  admit  of  navigation. 

One  would  suppose  from  this  enumeration,  that  should  the  state 
at  any  time  be  blessed  with  a superfluity  of  money,  or  credit, 
neither  of  which  can  now  be  speedily  anticipated,  justice  to  other 
sections  of  the  commonwealth  would  require,  that  it  should  be 
expended  elsewhere,  than  in  making  an  additional  railway  at 
Columbia,  the  expenses  of  supporting  which,  must  cost  the  treasury 
at  least  $70,000  annually,  over  and  above  all  its  receipts. 

I regret  to  be  obliged  to  inform  the  committee,  that  there  have 
not  been  that  unity  and  concert  of  action  heretofore,  between  the 
subordinate  officers  of  the  Columbia  Railway,  and  the  officers  of 
this  Company,  that  the  important  interests  committed  to  their  joint 
charge,  have  required  should  exist  between  them. 

This  Company’s  officers  have  at  all  times  been  willing  and 
anxious  to  promote,  in  every  mode,  the  success  of  the  improve- 
ments of  the  commonwealth.  They  have  regarded  the  interests 
of  the  state  and  of  the  Company  as  identical,  in  all  matters  of 
business  transported  over  the  two  Railways,  and  have  earnestly 
used  every  effort  to  attract  to  this  route  as  much  of  the  business 
of  transportation  of  merchandise  and  produce,  as  well  as  of  pas- 
sengers, as  was  possible.  The  increase  of  business  over  this  route 
during  the  last  year,  furnishes  the  best  evidence  of  the  sincerity 
of  this  disposition.  But  unhappily  it  has  not  been  met  in  a cor- 
responding temper  on  the  part  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  the 
commonwealth.  Trains  of  cars  from  the  Cumberland  valley,  and 
from  various  points  along  this  Company’s  Railway,  on  their  route 
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to  Philadelphia,  have  been  detained  for  several  days  together  at 
Dillerville,  though  state  engines  have  been  sent  from  Columbia 
past  that  point,  with  little  or  no  burthen,  in  order  to  take  freight 
from  places  below  Dillerville,  which  yielded  less  toll  to  the  com- 
monwealth. This  practice  has  prevailed  fora  long  time, and  still 
continues  to  this  date.  The  tendency  of  these  obstructions  is  to 
drive  business  from  this  route  to  Baltimore  in  wagons,  or  via 
New  York,  on  the  Susquehanna  Railroad.  Many  petty  annoy- 
ances have  been  practised  also,  which  would  be  borne  in  silence 
but  for  the  injury  which  is  likely  to  result,  as  well  to  the  common- 
wealth as  to  this  Company,  from  their  continuance.  It  is  proper 
that  this  matter  should  be  corrected,  and  it  is  for  this  purpose 
alone  that  it  is  now  alluded  to. 

The  public  improvements  of  Pennsylvania,  whether  constructed 
by  the  Commonwealth  or  by  incorporated  companies,  have  been 
authorised  rather  for  the  convenience  of  the  people  of  the  state, 
than  as  a source  of  revenue  to  their  proprietors.  For  such  an 
object  they  should  be  managed  and  conducted.  The  safe,  regu- 
lar, and  rapid  transit  of  goods  and  passengers  over  these  high- 
ways being  the  primary  object  of  their  construction,  any  system 
of  management  which  retards  and  obstructs  business  over  them, 
must  be  radically  defective,  and  imperatively  requires  that  it  should 
be  abandoned. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  inform  the  Committee  that,  should  any 
other  information  not  embraced  in  the  foregoing  be  desired,  which 
1 can  furnish,  I shall  be  most  happy  to  supply  it  with  the  least 
delay. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  consideration,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  PLEASONTON,  President. 
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